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PREFACE 



This study of Marine Corps ground training in World War 
II has been prepared by the Historical Branch, 0—3 Division, 
Headquarters U. S. Marine Corps, at the direction of the 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3. Beginning with President 
Roosevelt's declaration of a limited national emergency on 
8 September 1939, it covers the training activities in both 
the short -of -war period and during the war itself. 

The authors have examined all available, records pertaining 
to training during the World War II period. They have also 
made an extensive circulation of chapter drafts to key 
participants. From these two sources a great deal of valuable 
information has been obtained, but gaps which were discovered 
in the written record could not be entirely closed by the 
comments in response to circulated drafts. Only the records 
of Headquarters Marine Corps and of Marine Corps Schools were 
available. For information concerning the training activities 
of other establishments, the authors have had to rely on 
copies of correspondence in the files of Headquarters Marine 
Corps , 

In view of these deficiencies, it was realized that a 
truly comprehensive history of Marine Corps ground training 
could not be written. It was decided instead to prepare this 
group of studies, covering those phases of training for which 
there is sufficient documentation to assure reasonably complete 
and accurate treatment. 



It is believed that the experience recorded here will be 
of value to those in the Marine Corps who are charged with 
planning for training in the event of a future national 
emergency. 

E. W, SNEDEKER 

Major General, U. S, Marine Corps 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 
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